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"court of comrades" and unless the prisoner in ques-
tion is a hardened criminal, or a recidivist, a repri-
mand from his fellow inmates, coupled if necessary
with a threat of social ostracism, is generally all the
correcting he requires.
The attempt to make prison life in the Soviet Union
approximate normal free life as much as possible and
to keep the prisoner from becoming a mere number is
interesting and picturesque. But what makes the Soviet
contribution to the treatment of the criminal, frag-
mentary and imperfect though it still Is, really epoch
making is the promulgation by the Kremlin govern-
ment of four basic measures for keeping the criminal
mobilized, as it were, for the free and normal life that
awaits him on his release from confinement.
The four provisions setting apart the Soviet crimi-
nal code and Soviet penology from the codes and
methods of all other countries are as follows:
First: The abolition of long sentences. Ten years is
the maximum prison sentence a judge can impose on
any criminal for any offence, murder and treason not
excepted. (A legal project to make the maximum sen-
tence only five years is under discussion by the Soviet
authorities.) The average sentence is for three years
and under the *'progressive system" in vogue in the
Soviet penal colonies the average casual criminal can
shorten his sentence by one half.
Second: The industrial reeducation of the criminal.
Teaching the criminal a trade is not nominal but ac-